
 

CITY OF BLUE ASH 
Interoffice Memo – City Manager's Office 

TO:  City Council  

FROM:  City Manager and Department Directors 

SUBJECT: Agenda Items for the October 14th Council Meeting 

DATE:  October 12, 2021  

COPIES: Department Directors, Press, Clerk of Council, Solicitor 

 
This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the October 14th Council agenda.  

8.a.1.  Motion setting the 2022 Budget Study Session on Monday, November 29, 2021 at 
6:00 p.m. at Cooper Creek Event Center 
This motion formally establishes the 2022 Budget Study Session for Monday, November 29, 
2021, at 6:00 p.m. at the Cooper Creek Event Center. 
Please direct questions or scheduling issues regarding this motion to the City Manager. 

8.a.2.  Motion setting the City Council Swearing-in Ceremony for 5:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, December 1, 2021 
This motion formally establishes the City Council swearing-in ceremony for Wednesday, 
December 1, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. in Council Chambers. 
8.a.3. Motion setting the Council Retreat for Strategic Planning on Thursday, January 
27, 2022 at 5:00 p.m. and Friday January 28, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. at the Cooper Creek Event 
Center and canceling the January 27, 2022 Council Meeting  
This motion formally sets the Council Retreat for Strategic Planning for January 27th and 
January 28th, 2022 at the Cooper Creek Event Center and cancels the January 27, 2022 
Council Meeting.  
Please direct questions or scheduling issues regarding this motion to the City Manager. 

8.a.4. Resolution No. 2021-50 – Providing for amendments within the 2021 annual 
appropriation Resolution No. 2020-62 

Resolution 2021-50 provides for the following 2021 budget amendments: 
- The 2021 Budget includes $8.9M of federal grant funding for the construction of the 

Ham-Plainfield Roundabout Project (fund 441). Since the approval of the 2021 Budget, 
the method by which the City will “receive” this federal funding has changed. The State 
will now pay the federal portion of construction invoices directly to the contractors.  
Therefore no up-front funding (advance) is required. These adjustments remove all 
advances to and from both the General Fund and the Ham-Plainfield construction fund. 

- The City is the fiscal/administrating agency for the OVI (Fund 282) and Law 
Enforcement Liaison (Fund 294) grants.  The new grant year, for both grants, began on 
Oct 1, 2021.  Budget modifications provide for grant operations until the end of the year 
and any remaining amounts will be included in the 2022 budget.  The Police Department 
has been awarded $225,000 for the OVI grant and $87,924.11 for the Law Enforcement 
Liaison Grant. 

- The 2021 Budget includes $400,000 in TIF reimbursements to the City for the 
construction of TIF related improvements.  Based on an Audit recommendation, the 
adjustments to the General Fund (111) and TIF funds (505 & 509) is to simply reclassify 
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TIF reimbursements to the City from the designation of “transfers” to “payments”.  The 
original budget amount remains the same.  

- Council approved legislation earlier this year for the emergency storm sewer pipe repair 
near Osborne Boulevard. It has been determined that accumulated funds in the 
Osborne Area TIF and the Forest TIF may be used to cover the cost of this repair.  This 
adjustment will allow the City to charge the repair cost to the TIF Funds and free up 
Public Work’s budget for its intended use prior to the emergency repair. 

Please direct any questions regarding this resolution to the Treasurer/Administrative Services 
Director or related Department Director. 

8.a.5 Resolution No. 2021-51 – Confirming continuing membership in the Miami Valley 
Risk Management Association (MVRMA) and accepting the year 2022 pool contribution  
MVRMA is a member-driven risk management pool whose mission is to deliver high quality risk 
management services to its member municipalities.  MVRMA addresses its members' risk 
management and risk financing needs by providing a combination of self-insurance and 
commercial insurance/reinsurance for members' property and casualty exposures. The City has 
been a member of MVRMA since 1992. 
This resolution seeks ongoing approval for participation and outlines the 2022 pool contribution 
to MVRMA of an amount not to exceed $360,000 for the City’s coverage.  The City’s portion of 
coverage will represent approximately 5.7% of all pool costs in 2022.   
The City's annual contribution is composed of the City’s share of the pool's operating expenses, 
as well as payment relating to the City’s "share" of expected losses for the upcoming year.  The 
total amount of the expected Loss Fund as determined by MVRMA’s actuary for 2022 for all 20 
members is $2,500,000 addressing any losses, claims, and reserves over the next several 
years.  If the entirety of the Loss Fund is not needed, any balances are refunded or credited to 
a member in proportion to their percentage of contribution. Should total losses exceed that 
amount, the Shock Loss fund would absorb the overage.   
Blue Ash's affiliation with the Miami Valley Risk Management Association has been a positive 
one. Staff is very satisfied with the administration and structure of the program.  MVRMA is 
audited and examined by the Ohio Department of Insurance on an annual basis and prepares a 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report each year as well.  No city has ever left the 
Association and the group seems very content with the level of service provided by the pool. 
Additionally, MVRMA offers a discount to members whose police and fire departments wish to 
take advantage of a top-notch policy manual and training service called “Lexipol”. The City’s 
Police and Fire departments both participate in the Lexipol program, which has proven helpful in 
keeping department policy and procedure manuals up-to-date.  MVRMA also provides in-
person and web-based training opportunities to our City staff. 
Please direct questions concerning this resolution to the Treasurer/Administrative Services 
Director.  

8.a.6.  Resolution No. 2021-52 – Accepting property tax rates for 2022 
The Tax Budget for 2022, which was adopted by Council in July, was submitted to the Hamilton 
County Budget Commission for their review.  This resolution seeks Council’s acceptance of the 
amounts and rates of taxation that were included within the Tax Budget and certified by the 
County Budget Commission.  In accordance with the City’s Charter, the inside millage as 
expressed in this resolution remains at 3.08 mills. 

Based upon the County’s estimated December 31, 2021 total assessed valuation for Blue Ash, 
the City’s 2022 property tax revenue should be approximately $2,747,360.   

Please direct questions regarding this Resolution to the Treasurer. 
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8.a.7.  Resolution No. 2021-53 – Appointing a member to the Charter Review Committee 

A vacancy was created after Committee member, Gary Glass, recently relocated outside of the 
City. Therefore, it is necessary to appoint a new member to the Charter Review Committee. 
Mark Hull has expressed an interest and has been contacted to confirm his interest in serving 
on this Committee. As directed by Council, this resolution appoints Mr. Mark Hull to fulfill the 
remainder of the vacant term expiring on July 1, 2023.  

Please direct questions related to this Resolution to the Assistant City Manager. 

8.b.1 Ordinance No. 2021-04 – Approving a concept Planned Unit Development for a 
7.8 acre parcel at 4150 Hunt Road in the Blue Ash South Zoning District (Second 
Reading) 
Andrew Greene of TLM Realty Corp. is seeking approval of a Concept Planned Unit 
Development for a 7.8 acre parcel at 4150 Hunt Road in the Blue Ash South Zoning District. 
The current site contains one building that houses Kohl’s, Big Lots, and a vacant retail space. 
The PUD proposes to demolish an unused portion of the existing building and reconfigure site 
access drives and the parking area to accommodate two drive-through restaurants. It also 
specifically seeks approval for an additional ground sign and a reduced bufferyard adjacent to 
Hunt Road. This is proposed to be in conjunction with the reconfiguration of Hunt and Plainfield 
Roads as a result of the roundabout project. 
A Concept Planned Unit Development approval is a zoning map amendment, which must be 
approved by Ordinance. Approval would allow the applicant to proceed with applications for 
Final Planned Unit Development plans for all or parts of the site. Planning Commission may 
approve final PUD applications on its own or may make a recommendation to City Council for 
consideration and approval. 
Planning Commission considered the proposed plan at its August 5, 2021 meeting and 
recommended approval with conditions. 
Please direct any questions to the Community Development Director. 

8.c.1.  Ordinance No. 2021-05 – An Ordinance adding Section 339.021 to the Municipal 
Code of Ordinances banning all semi-trailers from accessing Malsbary Road from 
Kenwood Road (Second Reading) 

In 2017, the City of Blue Ash constructed a new connection between Malsbary Road and 
Kenwood Road. The purpose of this roadway project was to improve connectivity between 
Kenwood Road and Reed Hartman Highway for both commercial and residential traffic. The 
City worked in cooperation with the Railroad to assure the roadway extension would provide 
safe access for both vehicle and rail traffic.  
Over the past few years, Malsbary Road has proved to be a viable alternate to other local roads 
and as a result, has experienced an increase in vehicle and truck traffic. Unfortunately, semi-
trailer traffic has been causing damage to the railroad safety equipment. A railroad gate was 
damaged and replaced and the new gate has been struck as well. This poses a significant 
safety issue.  
It is recommended that all semi-trailer drivers use Reed Hartman Highway as a truck route to 
access Malsbary Road rather than Kenwood Road. Due to safety concerns and ongoing 
damage to the railroad safety equipment by the semi-trailer traffic, it is recommended that City 
Council approve legislation to prohibit semi-trailers from entering Malsbary Road at Kenwood 
Road by designating the Malsbary Road entrance at Kenwood Road a “No Thru Truck” 
restriction. Appropriate signage will be installed at the Kenwood and Malsbary Road intersection 
and semi-trailer operators will be cited and fined if they continue to use this intersection to 
access Malsbary Road. 
Please direct questions regarding this Ordinance to the Public Works Director. 
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8.c.2. Resolution No. 2021-54 – Authorizing the purchase of a new aerial lift bucket 
truck (plus related accessories or equipment) 
The Facility Maintenance Department would like to purchase a new 2021 Ford F550 aerial 
bucket truck to replace a 1999 Ford 450 aerial bucket truck, which is primarily used for 
maintaining City street and parking lot lights and building lights. Funding for this equipment was 
approved by City Council in the 2021 final budget. The existing aerial lift truck is not rated Cat C 
for electric and has needed expensive repairs over the past few years, as well as new repairs 
every year when it gets inspected which are necessary to pass inspection and be able to 
operate it safely.  
The Public Works Administration advertised for Requests for Proposals on the City website and 
the Cincinnati Enquirer to solicit bids for the purchase of the new aerial lift bucket truck. At the 
conclusion of the bid period, the City received no responses.  
Due to significant delays in vehicle availability through the State’s Cooperative Purchasing 
Program, the state purchasing program dealer in the state of Ohio has a delivery date of August 
2022. Staff researched other suppliers and was able to locate a truck from TruckMax 
Homestead, a vendor in Florida, that matches City specifications and is available and ready for 
delivery at the time of purchase for a quoted price of $5,000 less than the State Bid.  
Resolution No. 2021-54 authorizes the City Manager to enter into an agreement with TruckMax 
Homestead for the purchase of a 2021 Ford F550 Dur-A-Lift DTAX-39FP 44' Working Height 
Aerial Lift truck (plus related accessories and equipment) for an amount not to exceed 
$128,373.00. 
Please direct questions regarding this Resolution to the Public Works Director. 

8.c.3. Resolution No. 2021-55 – Authorizing submittal of an application to participate in 
the Ohio Public Works Commission State Capital Improvement Program and Local 
Transportation Improvement Program 
The Public Works Administration is requesting City Council approval to submit a grant 
application with the Ohio Public Works Commission (OPWC) to participate in the State Capital 
Improvement Program and Local Transportation Improvement Program. Eligible projects are for 
improvements to roads, bridges, culverts, and other public infrastructure projects.  
The proposed project is the replacement of a deteriorated bridge deck on Kenwood Road. This 
bridge is located south of Pfeiffer Road and north of Zig Zag Road and spans a creek which is 
a tributary of the Little Miami River. Visual and ground penetrating radar inspections were 
performed on the bridge and it is determined that the bridge deck exhibits significant 
deterioration and will require replacement within the next 5 years. 
Please direct questions regarding this Resolution to the Public Works Director. 

8.d.1. Motion establishing trick-or-treat hours in Blue Ash on Sunday, October 31, 2021 
from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Every year, City Council establishes the date and time to observe Halloween activities within the 
City. Traditionally, the City has recognized Halloween activities on the date of Halloween, 
October 31st. This motion would set the Halloween “trick or treat” hours within the City of Blue 
Ash for Sunday, October 31, 2021 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Blue Ash Police and Fire personnel will also be out in the neighborhoods handing out candy to 
children while ensuring that the safety of all is provided.  
Please direct questions regarding this motion to the City Manager. 
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